Subtypes of depression in patients with chronic pain.
Recent studies have shown that depression can be assessed in patients who have chronic pain. This study shows that various subtypes of depression can be differentiated in such patients using a standardized diagnostic schema for psychiatric disorders and a self-rating instrument for assessing the level of psychologic distress. In addition, when examining the onset of pain and subtypes of depression, there was no correlation between the onset of major depression and pain, whereas there was a strong positive correlation between the onset of chronic depression and pain. The recognition of the subtypes of depression has clinical implications in the management of the patient with chronic pain and depression.